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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to Macbeth.

or a play so often whispered about rather than named aloud,

Macbeth has a remarkable power to draw us in. Known in
theatrical circles as “the Scottish Play,” it carries a long history
of superstition—tales of cursed productions, mysterious mishaps,
and the firm belief that uttering its name inside a theater invites
chaos. Actors turn in circles, shout Shakespearean insults, or rush
outside to cleanse the bad luck. Whether you believe in curses
or chalk it up to centuries of theatrical lore, one thing is certain:
Macbeth has fascinated audiences for over 400 years.

Here at The Portland Players, we’re not ones to shy away
from a challenge—or a good superstition. Instead, we embrace
the magic, the mystery, and the sheer theatrical thrill of bringing
this dark and gripping story to life. From the witches’ prophecies
to the unraveling of ambition and power, Macbeth reminds us
why live theater is so compelling: it is risky, immediate, and
unforgettable.

In addition to serving as President this season, I’ve also had
the pleasure of producing this production, and it has been truly
wonderful working for the first time with our director, Sean
Senior. His thoughtful vision, collaborative spirit, and deep
respect for both the text and the people bringing it to life have
made this experience a joy—and, I’m happy to report, a curse-
free one so far. Oops. Maybe I shouldn’t have said that.

Thank you for joining us, for believing in the magic of live
theater, and for bravely attending a performance of Macbeth
without fear. Sit back, enjoy the chills, and whatever you do—
don’t say the name of the play out loud once you leave the lobby.

Tracy Pratt, President
The Portland Players

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

ey audience. Thanks for coming out, and jumping into
che digital program. Macbeth has always been one of my
favorite Shakespearean plays, and it’s been a joy to work on it
here at Players. I’d like to think our version of Macbeth speaks
for itself, but if you do have questions, I’ll be in the lobby after
the show. So, instead of giving my thesis in three paragraphs, I’1l
talk about community theatre.

Being able to participate in community theatre is a privilege.
Whether that be onstage or backstage, taking time out of our lives
to spend hours at the theater building a show is something I feel
thankful for. Not everyone has that opportunity or the luxury of
being able to step away from life’s other responsibilities three
or four nights a week. And of course, when you boil it all down,
we’re spending all of that time rehearsing, memorizing lines,
and finagling out technical snafus for the sake of approximately
two and a half hours of entertainment on a cold winter’s night.
But, I cherish every minute of it, and the like minded people who
volunteer to be here too.

Everyone you see in the program before you has poured
their creativity, devotion, and excitement for Macbeth in every
rehearsal for the past two months. They have each placed their
own interpretation of the text into their characters, their designs,
and their choreography, and the show would not be what you see
before you without each of their contributions. I believe that’s
one of the greatest strengths of theatre; it’s capacity to encompass
the creative output of so many people, coalesced into one
performance. Something that cannot last forever, but for those
two and a half hours shows a group unified in one voice.

So please, sit back, and enjoy our version of Macbeth.

Sean Senior, Director



SCENES

ACTI ACTII
1.1 A rocky shore 3.5 A rocky shore
1.2 A battlefield 3.6 Forres, the palace
1.3 A heath near Forres 4.1 A rocky shore
1.4 Forres, the palace 4.2 Macduff’s castle

1.5 Inverness, Macbeth’s castle 4.3 England, the king’s palace

1.6 Before Macbeth’s castle 5.1 Dunsinane, ante-room

1.7 Macbeth’s castle in the castle

2.1 The wall of Macbeth’s castle 5.2 The country near Dunsinane

2.2 Macbeth’s Castle 5.3 Dunsinane

5.4 The country near
Birnam Wood

2.3 The court of Macbeth’s castle

2.4 Outside Macduff’s castle
5.5 Dunsinane

3.1 Forres, the palace
5.6 Before Dunsinane

3.2 The palace
5.7 A battlefield
3.3 Aroad to the palace
5.8 Another part of the battlefield
3.4 A hall in the palace

Runtime is approximately 135 minutes with a 15 minute intermission

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO

Tali Paulus « Don Smith ¢ Elite Allstars of Maine
Fight Master Robb Hunter ¢ Preferred Arms
Owen Scoville « Abby Harper

Fournier’s Leadership and Karate Center
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THE CAST

MaACDEth......oiiiiiiieieec e Johnny Speckman
Lady Macbheth ........cccoooiiiiiiiiiieceece e Becca Gracey
Macduff.......oooie e Jeffrey Servetas
Lady Macduff..........cocooiiniiiieeeceeeee Lily Collins
ISt WItCh oo Rook Ambatjoglos Hine
20d WILCH ... Hollie Pryor
30d WItCh ... Janet Rae Jorgensen
Hecate / POTter.......ccovveiiiiiieieeieeeceeeee e Casper Barnard
Banquo .....cceeeiiieiie e Logan Merrithew
FLEANCE ..ottt s Em Jones
King DUuncan .........coccoovieiiiiiienieeeeeeeeeeee e Charlie Marenghi
MalCOIM ..o Taylor Kruse
Donalbain ........cooeiiiiiiiiii e Grace Snarr
1S3 1110 QOSSR RUR SR PRR J.Will Fritz
Ross / Young Siward.........cccecveviieriiinieniiciieeieeeeeee e Carina Higgins
ANGUS / DOCTOT ...ttt Kenneth Lamb
Murderer 1/ Seyton ......ccccceceeverieneniienieeneeieneene, Sean St. Louis-Farrelly
MUTAETET 2 ..ot Adam Ferguson
Fight Director / Murderer 3 / Siward / Cawdor .................. Drew Copeland
Servant / Gentlewoman ...........cccccceeveieeniieeniieencie e, Molly Rothman
Young Macduff ........c.coociiiiiiiiiiiieeeieee e Zoe Reardon

Content Advisory: Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s tragedy plays.
There are many violent and distressing scenes in this play, includ-
ing supernatural horror, violence (sword fights to the death), murder
(including murder of a child), suicide (implied), self-harm, nudity
(implied), and loud noises and flashing lights. Parental guidance is
recommended. This production is suitable for ages 14+.

Electronics Policy: The videotaping or other recording of this
production is a violation of the copyright law. Please turn off all
electronic devices. The use of cell phones during the production is
prohibited.




THE CAST THE CAST
,..“-l" =

Wi

S LN o
lln:.- i o
f

'l

Casper Barnard Lily Collins

£

Adam Ferguson

Becca Gracey Carina Higgins Rook Ambatjoglos Hine Molly Rothman Jeff Servetas Grace Snarr

R. Taylor Kruse

Logan A. Merrithew Hollie Pryor Zoe Reardon

Em Jones Janet Rae Jorgensen Johnny Speckman Sean St. Louis-Farrelly



MEET THE COMPANY

Casper Barnard (Hecate/Porter) is
so thrilled to be in Portland Players’
production of Macbheth. They are

so happy to be back engaging

with Shakespeare’s works and are
incredibly grateful to the production
team of Macbeth for the opportunity.
Casper was most recently seen as
Denny in Pride and Prejudice at
Lyric Music Theater, but before that
had taken a decade-long break from
theater. In their youth Capser played
the Nurse in Romeo & Juliet, Sylvia
in The Women, and Hermia in 4
Midsummer Night's Dream. Casper
plays the piano, knits sweaters, bakes
bagels, and sings in the Rainbow Arts
Collective’s Lavender Choir. A special
thanks to Izzy who convinced Casper
to audition and told them to “take

the risk, be weird!” for it. It worked!
Thanks babe, I love you.

Lily Collins (Lady Macbeth) is
grateful to be part of this production,
her first with Portland Players since
2020. Recent credits include Pride
and Prejudice (Jane Bennet) at Lyric
Music Theater and Miracle on 34th
Street: A Live Musical Radio Play

at City Theater in Biddeford, where
she also assistant directed Nunsense.
Lily sends her love to her family,
especially her husband, Orion. She
thanks Sean and everyone involved
with the production for telling this all-
too-relevant story with careful thought
and integrity.

Drew Copeland (Fight Director/
Murderer 3/Siward/Cawdor)

is excited to return to the stage at
Portland Players. He is a member

of the Society of American Fight
Directors (SAFD) and Tumbling
Director at Elite Allstars of Maine.
Some of his favorite choreography
projects include As You Like I,
Romeo and Juliet, and Portland
Players’ Production of The Lion,

the Witch, and the Wardrobe.

Acting credits include Regional
Productions of As You Like It (Amien)
and Tecumseh! (Ensemble) and
University productions of The
Threepenny Opera (Coaxer/Fight-
Acro Captain), Rashomon (Samurai/
Fight Captain), and Tom, Dick, and
Harry (Harry). He’d like to thank

his family, his mentor Robb Hunter,
Owen Scoville, and, most importantly,
his wife Rebecca (Costume Design),
who inspires him every day and is his
forever dance partner.

Adam Ferguson (Murderer 2) is
an actor based in Falmouth who

has worked all over Maine & New
England mainly in Theater and voice
over. Previously with Poryland
Players he was Choir Boy in The Man
Who Came to Dinner unexpectedly
played Duke Orsino in Tielfth Night
and last year played the villainous
Dwarfin The Lion, The Witch, and
The Wardrobe. He can next be seen
in Royal River Community Players
production of The Tortoise and The
Hare in March.
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J.Will Fritz (Lennox) Fritz is
delighted to make his Portland Players
debut! A transplant from the Kansas
City, MO metropolitan area, he has
been lucky enough to tread the boards
at a few fabulous theaters here in
Portland. Recent credits include, Mr.
Collins in Pride & Prejudice at Lyric
Music Theater, Touchstone in As You
Like It with Fenix Theatre, Lurvy

in Charlotte’s Web at Royal River
Community Players, & Cuddy Banks
in Witch at Mad Horse Theatre.

Fritz would like to thank his partner
and best friend, Bo, for always
encouraging and supporting him.
Thank you for coming and enjoy the
show.

Alexandra Garbeck (aka bug)
(Stage Manager) (she/her) is excited
to once again work with Sean to
bring his unique creative vision of
the classic Macbeth to life, having
previously SM’ed his production of
Spamalot! Alex was most recently
(not) seen as the SM for Pride and
Prejudice at Lyric Music Theater and
serves on the Portland Players board
as VP of Production. Next up in June:
American Idiot at Portland Players.
Thank you to the amazing cast,
production team, and her spectacular
ASM Sage — and so much love and
respect to her amazingly hardworking
stage ninja and tech crew, without
whom this show, or any show, would
not be possible.

Becca Gracey (Lady Macbeth)

is delighted to make her return to
Portland Players to play an evil queen
(again). Becca would like to thank
Rebecca for her astounding costume
design, her friends for keeping her
sane throughout the madness, and her
partner Zack. For the most stubborn
spots, use OxyClean!

Carina Higgins (Ross/Young
Siward/Fight Captain) is so excited
to be making her Portland Players
debut! She recently graduated from
Emerson College in Boston with a
BFA in Theatre and Performance. You
may have seen her as Lydia Bennet
in Pride and Prejudice with Lyric
Music Theater this past November.
After Macbeth, you’ll find her as
Lenny in the world premiere of

Like Flies, a rage play with Portland
Stage Company through the month
of March. Carina would like to thank
her family and friends for all their
love and support, as well as the entire
company of Macbeth and everyone
here at Portland Players. Enjoy the
show!

Rook Ambatjoglos Hine (1** Witch)
(she/they) is a queer, nonbinary,

and transfemme actor, writer, and
sometimes director/dramaturg/
designer who’s pleased as punch to
be back on stage with the Portland
Players. Performances here in

Maine include prior work with the
Portland Players (Collins in Pride
and Prejudice, Scanlon in One
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Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest), the
Maine Playwrights Festival (Jamie
in Masks), the Studio Theatre of Bath
(Charles Guiteau, Assassins) and the
Freeport Players (Henry, Laughing
Stock; Elwood, Elwood’s Last Job;
Tom, The Afterlife Transit Office);
other significant roles include

Krapp in Krapp s Last Tape (Sarah
Lawrence), Benji in The Sound and
the Fury (CalArts), and Leontes

in The Winters Tale (Hole in the Wall
Theater). Next up, she’ll be playing
the Dowager Empress in Lyric Music
Theater’s production of Anastasia:
The Musical. During the days, they
work as an Intentional Peer Support
Specialist at the SupportME Peer
Center in Brunswick. Many thanks
to her family, friends, peers, and
collaborators!

Amanda Holbrook (Dramaturg) is
so excited to serve as the dramaturg
for Macbeth. 1t has been one of their
favorite plays for a long time, and
they have had a great time bringing
the history and language of this
classic tragedy to life. Other recent
dramaturgy credits include Laramie
Project (Schoolhouse Arts Center)
and Pride & Prejudice (Lyric Music
Theatre). Amanda wants to give a
huge thank you to Cadie, Proph,
Claire, Emmaline, Joey, Lily, Isaac,
Camilla, Molly, and everyone else
who has supported them through
this process and all of their theatrical
endeavors. They hope you enjoy the
show!
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Em Jones (Fleance) (they/them) first
appeared on this stage 15 years ago
where, within them, a home of singing
and telling stories was formed. They
re-homed to the Midwest and left
with a music degree in voice. During
the pandemic, they were one of two
recipients of the Lillian Nordica
Award and performed a recital at the
Nordica Auditorium in Farmington.
This past Fall, they played Riff Raff
in SAC’s Rocky Horror understudy
show. This is their first Shakespeare
play! Gratitude to cast, crew and loved
ones, and liberation for all. None of us
are free until we’re all free.

Janet Rae Jorgensen (3" Witch)
(she/her) has been happy to spend
these dark nights embracing the
comfort of the witch pit with this
kooky coven. This is her first show
with Portland Players. She is grateful
to her family and friends for their
endless support on her return to the
stage.

R. Taylor Kruse (Malcolm) is
excited to be a part of his first Portland
Player’s production! He lives down
the road here in South Portland, with
his girlfriend Bella and two cats
(Brunswick and Buxton). Taylor has
previously done theatre across central
Maine at the Waterville Opera House,
Lakewood Theatre, Sparrow’s Nest
Theater, and is an alum of Harvard’s
Hasty Pudding Theatricals and Gilbert
and Sullivan Players. Some of his
favorite recent roles include Plankton
from The SpongeBob Musical, Thurio

MEET THE COMPANY

in A Comedy of Errors, Captain

Hank Ersaway in Ship Happens, and
Major General Stanley in Pirates

of Penzance. He holds a bachelor’s

in Computer Science with a minor

in Theatre, Dance, and Media from
Harvard College, and currently works
as a data analyst at ATX Advisory in
Biddeford. Taylor would like to thank
Remo Airaldi for fostering his love of
all things Shakespeare.

Kenneth Lamb (Angus/Doctor) (he/
him) is an 8th grade English teacher
who is excited to be returning to
both acting and Shakespeare after
over a decade’s hiatus. He previously
played Sebastian in Portland Players’
2014 production of Twelfith Night
and was the creative director for

the Consensual Daydreamers, a
Rocky Horror Picture Show shadow
cast, from 2015-2020. In 2019,
Kenneth wrote and directed Zelazna,
a biographical cabaret of sorts, at
Portland Ballet Studio Theater. He is
currently working on a new play that
he hopes to stage in the coming year.

Charlie Marenghi (King Duncan)
is thrilled to be performing with such
an incredible cast and crew! You
might have seen him onstage as Lord
Capulet in Romeo and Juliet, Captain
Von Trapp in The Sound of Music or
Lloyd Dallas in Noises Off. Directing
credits include Our Town, The Boys
Next Door and Casa Valentina here at
Portland Players, & Music Man and
Much Ado About Nothing at Lyric.
Hugs and kisses to Alice, CJ and Kai
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for being the best kids in the world,
and to his wife, Jenny whose love and
support make all things possible.

Logan A. Merrithew (Banquo)

is honored to be a part of this
tremendous production. A Saco
native, Logan has recently been on
the Portland Players stage in Anything
Goes (Spit) and The Lion, The Witch,
and the Wardrobe (Fenris Ulf). He’s
been lucky enough to have performed
with a number of theaters and
companies in the community. He’d
like to thank his incredible castmates,
the production team, his friends, his
family, and his wife, Allison. Look out
for ghosts!

Hollie Pryor (2" Witch/Intimacy
Coordinator) (she/her) is the Program
Director at STAGES Youth Theater,
where she designs and directs plays
and musicals for ages 0-17. Outside
of STAGES, Hollie is a director,
designer, playwright, actor, and an
Intimacy Coordinator. You may have
most recently seen her onstage earlier
this season in Annie and may have
seen her Intimacy Coordination in
Portland Stage’s Lend Me A Tenor.
This Spring, she hopes to see you in
the audience for Lyric Music Theater’s
Anastasia: The Musical, which she’s
directing! She’s so grateful to the
MACBETH artistic team, cast, and
crew for making this experience so
wonderful. Special love to her partner
in crime Alex and her familiar, Oracle.
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Zoe Reardon (Young Macduff) is
excited for her first mainstage show

at Portland Players. You may have
seen her onstage for the Young Actor’s
Workshop the past three years and
she’ll be in Mean Girls Jr. in a few
months. She sends her thanks to Sean
for this wonderful opportunity. Thank
you to her parents, too!

Molly Rothman (Servant/
Gentlewoman) is ecstatic to make
their Portland Player’s Debut! This

is their first performance in Maine (if
you happened to visit lowa you may
have seen them at shows there!) They
would like to thank Sean for the once
in a lifetime experience it has been to
bring The Scottish Play to life! They’d
also like to thank their boyfriend
Marlowe for making Maine so special,
and their dad for giving them this love
of theatre in the first place.

Sean Senior (Director) is thrilled
to be directing Macbeth at The
Portland Players! Previous directing
credits include Spamalot and Reefer
Madness (both at Players) and
Young Frankenstein (at Lyric Music
Theater). He is a founding member
of SecondStory Theatre Company,
a Portland based theatre founded to
promote social awareness through
theater and musical performance.
Extra love to J, W, and M.

Jeff Servetas (Macduff) is
immensely excited to be a part of this
production! You may have seen him
previously in various productions,
recently including Anything Goes
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here at Players, Something Rotten at
Lyric Music Theater, and “Disaster” at
Schoolhouse Arts Center. When he’s
not speaking in iambic pentameter, he
works in software, and lives in Buxton
with his partner and herd of pets.

He would like to thank his partner
Summer for her love and support,

the production team, cast, and crew,
for their collaboration, and you, for
coming to see our show. Lay on!

Grace Snarr (Donalbain) is a writer
and artist living in Portland, ME. She
is an aspiring herbalist and lover of
the natural world. When she isn’t in
the woods looking for birds, you can
find her at Night Moves Bread,
swooning over sourdough.

Johnny Speckman (Macbeth) If
you’ll permit me, I’d like to eschew
the traditional bio in favor of some
self indulgence. This role has been a
dream of mine for a very long time
and could not be achieved without

a number of individuals: Chris

Price, who directed me in the first
Shakespeare play 1’d ever done. His
script work rehearsals, brought me a
cherished review from a patron: “You
were the only one I understood.”
Next I would like to thank Mike
Levine and Stephanie Ross. Without
their guidance through classes over
the years, I wouldn’t understand or
appreciate Shakespeare as much as |
do. Thank you, Paul Haley and Karen
Ball. Without your leadership in our
touring production, these lines would
have been a lot harder to get down.
Thank you, Stacey Koloski and Hollye
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Seddon, for allowing me to captain
STAGES’ Shakespeare Academy for
a decade deepening my understanding
and appreciation of Shakespeare.
Thank you, Sean and the production
team, for believing in me and helping
me believe in myself. Thank you to
my fellow actors for being rockstars
and for your encouragement. Forever
for the fam, particularly my wife
Anna, who put up with late nights and
“my strange and self abuse”.

Sean St. Louis-Farrelly (Murderer
1/Seyton) is very honored to be a
part of this visceral exploration of
“the Scottish Play”. Developing

this show with such a remarkable
cast has been pure pleasure... lots

of work... but pure pleasure. Maine
audiences may recognize Sean from
Tobin & Wise’s Surrender Dorothy at
The Footlights (Lion), Brian Daly’s
Squeeze Me at The Theater Project
(Al Aaron, Rhonda), as well as

City Theater’s Rocky Horror Show
(Phantom) & Chess (Molokov). He
also a proud to serve as Secretary for
Portland, Maine’s Crowbait Club,
which has been hosting a monthly
short-play deathmatch, and annual
theater festival over the last 14
years; Crowbait Club is currently in
residence at The Playhouse at 305
US Route 1 in Yarmouth, alongside
the Royal River Community Players.
Enjoy the show.

The Artist Formerly Known as
Washko (Costumer) Rebecca is a fan
of minimalism and gratitude. Thanks
to Sean Senior for this opportunity,
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her co-costumer Gregory for keeping
her on track, Mainely Curves for
costume rentals, and everyone else
who lent their time and sewing

skills to this pointant piece of art.
Drew, thanks for literally holding me
together and for feeding me on late
nights at the sewing studio. I am so
proud of you.

PORTLAND PLAYERS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Tracy Pratt - President
Giselle “Gigi” Paquette -
VP Artistic Development
Tim Baker - VP Building and
Equipment
Whitney Brown and Erin
Marenghi - VP Operations
Anthony Pyatt - VP Business
Development
Alexandra Garbeck -
VP Production
Kelly Mosher - VP Publicity
Jason “Chachi” Robinson -
VP Technology
Al Romano - Treasurer
Hillary Price - Secretary

TRUSTEES

Rebecca Bolduc
Lisa Bulthuis
Ellie Joseph
Stanley Kimball
Nick Sutton
Emma Tompkins




PRODUCTION TEAM

DITECLOT .ottt Sean Senior
PrOQUCET .....eiiiieie e Tracy Pratt
Stage Manager .........cccveerieeciierieeiieeie e eve e eee e Alexandra Garbeck
Assistant Stage Manager...........cccveeeveerieeriienieenieenieesieesee e Sage Burns
Dramaturg ......ccceeeeeevienieeiieeie et Amanda Holbrook
Fight Coordinator...........cccveriieeiiienieeieeiieeie et Drew Copeland
Fight Captain..........cocveviieriiiniieiieeie e Carina Higgins
PrOPS oo Bailey Sheats
COSEUMES ..ottt ettt eee Rebecca Copeland
CoStuME ASSISTANE .....ccueievieeiiieiieeie et eree e Gregory Washko
St DESIZN ..ttt ettt e enne Tim Baker
MaSter CarPeNLET.......eevvieriierieeiieeieeieeereereeereebeessaeeseesaneensaens Tim Baker
SCENIC ATLIS ..veeiiieiieeiieiee ettt ettt ettt eseee e e eaae e Jess Libby
Light DeSIZN.....eoieiiiiiiiiieiieeie ettt Everett Harper
SoUNd DESIZN ....evieiiiiiiieiiecieeeecee ettt TJ Scannell
Intimacy Coordinator...........ccueecvierieeieenieeieeiie e Hollie Pryor
Stage CreW .....coecveeeiieeiieeiieeiieeee et Amy Cookson, Caroline Dunn
Stage/Painting/Building Crew ................ Hannah Mellecker, Kelley Dillon,

Bailey Sheets, Eleanor Henrici,
Adam Hawkins, Ken Hutchins, Em Jones

THANK YOU TO OUR VERY GENEROUS SPONSORS!

Pratt Ahhgtt

Pape Chevrolet
Y i Maine

cmmougy | Chevy Dealers
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March 20 - April 5, 2026 June 12 - June 28, 2026
Directed by Megan Lallier Directed by Caleb Eugley
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